HRWMO

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH
&

MEDIA ORGANIZATION

Press Release

Human Rights Watch and Media Organization urge Pakistan not to exploit Afghan refugees for political
gain.
Date: 8 December 2024

Kabul-Afghanistan

Security forces in Islamabad have launched a significant operation to arrest migrants, detaining 800 Afghans
on charges related to their participation in protests organized by the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party. The
operation primarily targeted areas where migrants reside, leading to these arrests.

The Pakistani government should refrain from detaining and mistreating these individuals based on political
ideology. Afghan refugees are innocent and vulnerable and face severe challenges in accessing essential
resources such as shelter, food, and other basic needs.

Human Rights Watch and Media Organization strongly condemns the human rights violations and atrocities
committed by Pakistani security forces in detaining Afghan refugees under questionable political pretexts and
harassing them in violation of immigration laws.

Human Rights Watch and Media Organization also expresses deep concern over the mistreatment of refugees
by neighboring Iran and calls on the Islamic Emirate, along with international organizations supporting
refugees, to put an immediate stop to these atrocities against innocent Afghan refugees and to seriously
address their problems.

In the past two months, 1,876 refugee families have returned to Afghanistan illegally through Spin Boldak.

Contact Details: Human Rights Watch and Media Organization
Tel: 0775330444 — 0799242873
Email: media@hrwmo.org
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